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158.    The Select Committee having applied to the Board for their opinion
concerning Chaiidernagore, as Admiral Watson had left it to them to demolish
the place or garrison it for the Company as they thought proper, we were
unanimous in opinion that the rents and revenues of that place (after paying
the Government the sum usually paid by the French Company which had
been promised) would be no equivalent for the expence of maintaining it,
and as it is probable in case of a peace we should be obliged to restore it to
the French if in our possession, we judged it more politick to dismantle the
fortifications and deliver up the town to the Nabob who is under an engage-
ment  to hinder their settling again in these provinces.    In consequence of
this opinion the bastions of Fort D'Orleans have been blown up, and the
curtains levelled.    When the demolition of the works are finished we shall
make a tendre of the place to the Nabob,
159.    Mr. John Pye, a free merchant, having desired  our permission to
return to Europe and the Secretary being ordered to demand the ninety six
(96) rupees, usually paid  into the treasury by persons going home, he has
informed us that he paid that sum in England to Your Honors, in conse-
quence of which information we refer it home to be adjusted by you.
160.    Captain Macleod on the  12th September laid before us a list  of
arms and accoutrements he supplied this .settlement with when Seraja Dowla
marched against it in February 1756, which we ordered the Military Store-
keeper to return, but there being a scarcity of arms in our stores, we have been
obliged   to countermand those  orders and refer  Captain  Macleod to Your
Honours to be paid for them in England,    Enclosed in the packet we forward
an account of the arms received from him, as likewise an account of what
he supplied Vizagapatam with,
16 L Upon receiving the first payment of the Nabob's donation, account
the European sufferers, we called the inhabitants together and desired they
would make choice of thirteen persons to examine and establish the losses of
every sufferer according to the best of their judgment. The inhabitants having
requested we would appoint thirteen persons for that business, whose deter-
mination they would abide by, we had an instrument signed by the Europeans
for themselves and their constituents empowering us to appoint thirteen
persons to examine and settle the demands of every sufferer whose determina-
tion they bound themselves to abide by. Upon which instrument being exe-
cuted, we commissioned thirteen of the principal inhabitants to examine and
adjust the estimates of European sufferers by the capture of the place June
1756. They sat accordingly for several weeks and on the 13th October delivered
in an abstract of the principal sums which they had established for every
sufferer whose estimates had been delivered in. That abstract is entered after
our consultation of the aforesaid day, and the sum received from the Nabob
admitting of a dividend of ten (10) annaes in the rupee, we ordered the commis-
sioners to make out such a dividend,' which was layed before us on the 2*th
October and the Committee of Treasury ordered to discharge each person's
demand.
162. Your Honours will observe we have advanced the sufferers out of the
treasury the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand (250,000) current rupees to
make up a sufficient sum for the above mentioned dividend which we shall"